THE COURSE

United States History HONORS is a rigorous one-year course that will provide you with
an understanding of political, social, economic and cultural American history from 17"-
century English colonization to the domestic policies of the Gilded Age. Also, in this
course you will be challenged to analyze evidence and interpretations presented in
historical scholarship. You will also read and analyze primary and secondary sources
such as documentary material, maps, statistical tables, works of art, and pictorial
illustrations. This course will offer frequent practice in writing analytical and interpretive
essays such as document-based questions (DBQs) and thematic free responses that will

prepare you for AP United States History 2. As a student registered in this class
you are also expected to complete a Summer Reading assignment.

SUMMER READING

This year we will begin our study of early American history with an examination of the
colonial experience. Select ONE (1) book from the following list and complete the
writing task. The essay will be due the second week of September. This is a reflection
paper, not a research project. Therefore a concise five-paragraph essay will
demonstrate your reading comprehension. You are to work independently on this
project. Also, refer to the MLHS Honor Code regarding plagiarism; any student who
submits work that is not his or her own, or who incorporates the thoughts of others
without attribution will receive an F as a grade. If you have any questions, you may
email the department supervisor over the summer at fsanchez@mtlakes.org .

Option 1: Red, White, and Black: The Peoples of Early North America by Gary Nash
“Written by highly acclaimed historian Gary B. Nash, this book presents an interpretive
Giary B Nias” ACCOUNT of the interactions between Native Americans, African
.| Americans, and Euroamericans during the colonial and
A revolutionary eras. It reveals the crucial interconnections between
North America's many peoples—illustrating the ease of their
) interactions in the first two centuries of European and African
CR presence—to develop a fuller, deeper understanding of the nation's
5 ﬁ’»’{ g underpinnings. Coverage explores the interaction of many peoples
” I%I/Z’ at all levels of society, from various cultural back, ds and
PR LTEas & , grounds an
(Sﬁe{))élﬂ/(' across the centuries, African-Americans as active participants in
NEPRs O RSN the cultural process, drawing upon the work of African and African-
American historians; the origins of racism, tracing the development of racial attitudes
and the mixing of people across racial boundaries, Indians as much more than victims,
reaching beyond the Europeans that "discovered" North America to explore the society
that had already been here for thousands of years, profiles of the various European
colonizers, examining French, Dutch, and Spanish settlers and comparing their treatment
of enslaved Africans and Native Americans with that of the English.””

" This review like all others are taken directly from the Amazon website. http://goo.gl/ycpS




Option 2: Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation by Joseph Ellis
“In retrospect, it seems as if the American Revolution was inevitable. But was it? In
Foundmg Brothers, Joseph J. Ellis reveals that many of those truths we hold to be self-

arioaano evident were actually fiercely contested in the early days of the
republic. Ellis focuses on six crucial moments in the life of the new
nation, including a secret dinner at which the seat of the nation's

; capital was determined--in exchange for support of Hamilton's

FOUNDING . . .
it et e financial plan; Washington's precedent-setting Farewell Address;
BRO TH ERS and the Hamilton and Burr duel. Most interesting, perhaps, is the
soseen 4. snris  debate (still dividing scholars today) over the meaning of the
s Revolution. In a fascinating chapter on the renewed friendship
between John Adams and Thomas Jefferson at the end of their
lives, Ellis points out the fundamental differences between the
Republicans, who saw the Revolution as a liberating act and hold
the Declaration of Independence most sacred, and the Federalists, who saw the
revolution as a step in the building of American nationhood and hold the Constitution
most dear. Throughout the text, Ellis explains the personal, face-to-face nature of early
American politics--and notes that the members of the revolutionary generation were
conscious of the fact that they were establishing precedents on which future generations
would rely. In Founding Brothers, Ellis (whose American Sphinx won the National Book
Award for nonfiction in 1997) has written an elegant and engaging narrative, sure to
become a classic.”

Option 3: Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders Different by
Gordon Wood

“Bancroft and Pulitzer Prize—winner Wood suggests that behind America's current
romance with the founding fathers is a critique of our own leaders, a
desire for such capable and disinterested leadership as was offered by
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Provocatively, Wood argues
that the very egalitarian democracy Washington and Co. created all but
guarantees that we will "never again replicate the extraordinary
generation of the founders." In 10 essays, most culled from the New
York Review of Books and the New Republic, Wood offers miniature
portraits of James Madison, Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton and
Thomas Paine. The most stimulating chapter is devoted to John Adams, who died
thinking he would never get his due in historians' accounts of the Revolution, for the
most part, he was right. This piece is an important corrective; Adams, says Wood, was
not only pessimistic about the greed and scrambling he saw in his fellow Americans, he
was downright prophetic—and his countrymen, then and now, have never wanted to
reckon with his critiques. Wood is an elegant writer who has devoted decades to the men
about whom he is writing, and taken together, these pieces add perspective to the
founding fathers cottage industry.”




Option 4: Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our Nation by Cokie Roberts
“ABC News political commentator and NPR news analyst Roberts didn't intend this as a
general history of women's lives in early America-she just wanted
New ot times besenller fo) collect some great "stories of the women who influenced the
I, [] H I [ Founding Fathers." For while we know the names of at least some
“ l] H [ “ ]S of these women (Martha Washington, Abigail Adams, Eliza
? ' Pinckney), we know little about their roles in the Revolutionary
War, the writing of the Constitution, or the politics of our early
I: oun ﬂ | 0 republic. In rough chronological order, Roberts introduces a
.l] . variety of women, mostly wives, sisters or mothers of key men,

aM " ”ﬂ! ll S exploring how they used their wit, wealth or connections to

Acitha T the 1 N Tord Trmed Hestielled
IVe.dre Gur Mashans' Baspbeers

(THE WOMEN WHO influence the men who made policy. As high-profile players
married into each other's families, as wives died in childbirth and
husbands remarried, it seems as if early America-or at least its upper crust-was indeed a
very small world. Roberts's style is delightfully intimate and confiding: on the debate
over Mrs. Benedict Arnold's infamy, she proclaims, "Peggy was in it from the beginning."
Roberts also has an ear for juicy quotes, she recounts Aaron Burr's mother, Esther,
bemoaning that when talking to a man with "mean thoughts of women," her tongue
"hangs pretty loose," so she "talked him quite silent.” In addition to telling wonderful
stories, Roberts also presents a very readable, serviceable account of politics-male and

female-in early America. If only our standard history textbooks were written with such

Sflair!”

Option S: Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs
“Harriet Ann Jacobs was an American writer, escaped slave, abolitionist speaker and
reformer Jacobs smgle work, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, published in 1861
it mm under the pseudonym "Linda Brent", was one of the first
NN (../0biographical narratives about the struggle for freedom by
BRGNP SN formale slaves and an account of the sexual abuse they endured.
— While on one level it chronicles the experiences of Harriet Jacobs as
a slave, and the various humiliations she had to endure in that
unhappy state, it also deals with the particular tortures visited on
women at her station. Often in the book, she will point to a
| particular punishment that a male slave will endure at the hands of
slave holders, and comment that, although she finds the punishment
’ brutal in the extreme, it cannot compare to the abuse that a young
woman must face while still on the cusp of girlhood.”

Option 6: A Midwife's Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard Based on Her Diary 1785-
1812 by Laurel Thatcher Ullrich
“This book is a model of social history at its best. An exegesis of
Ballard's diary, it recounts the life and times of this obscure Maine
housewife and midwife. Using passages from the diary as a starting

; Wv,,%é ¢ point for each chapter division, Ulrich, a professor at the University
Tiartha Padlr? of New Hampshire, demonstrates how the seemingly trivial details of

Pl o Ballard's daily life reflect and relate to prominent themes in the

f;_f(; history of the early republic: the role of women in the economic life of
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the community, the nature of marriage and sexual relations, the scope of medical
knowledge and practice. Speculating on why Ballard kept the diary as well as why her
Sfamily saved it, Ulrich highlights the document's usefulness for historians.”

Option 7: Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made by Eugene Genovese

“This weighty book intends to "tell the story of slave life as carefully and accurately as
possible." Less given over to theoretical and topical polemic than Genovese's earlier
works on Southern slavery, it is by no means a catalogue. It amplifies Genovese's stress
on the humanity slaves were able to preserve through de facto
accommodations on the part of both slave and master, through the
reciprocal play of "elementary human reactions" across class and
color lines, and through the slaves' "strong sense of stewardship"
for one another. This is a necessary transcendence of many other
historians' dehumanizing view of both slaves and slaveholders, and
| 0 it Genovese brings his intellectual expansiveness and depth of

| feeling as he further documents key points featured in The World
the Slaveholders Made (1969) and The Red and the Black (1972):
HMGM—E d the resourcefulness and egalitarianism of many house servants, the
— protective, responsible character of many black drivers, the
prevalence of family stability and the nourishment Christianity
afforded against degradation. Some critics will argue persuasively that Genovese has not
done justice to southern slavery's deprivation, brutality and murder. As a matter of page-
by-page arithmetic, Genovese certainly places more weight on young folks' play by the
cabin door than on "evidence of widespread dirt-eating." The question - raised very
differently by Fogel and Engerman in Time on the Cross (KR, p. 220), whose econometric
inferences crosshatch Genovese's view - is one of method and concept in shaping the
evidence.”

Option 8: The Radicalism of the American Revolution by Gordon S. Wood
“Historians have always had problems explaining the revolutionary character of the
American Revolution: its lack of class conflict, a reign of terror, and indiscriminate
violence make it seem positively sedate. In this beautifully written
and persuasively argued book, one of the most noted of U.S.
historians restores the radicalism to what he terms "one of the
greatest revolutions the world has ever known." It was the
American Revolution, Wood argues, that unleashed the social
forces that transformed American society in the years between
AMERICAN 1760 and 1820. The change from a deferential, monarchical,
R Ev 0 I. “ 'I' I 0 N ordered, and static society to a liberal, democratic, and
= commercial one was astonishing, all the more so because it took
et R et place without industrialization, urbanization, or the revolution in
e transportation. It was a revolution of the mind, in which the
GORDON S.WO0O0D . o
concept of equality, democracy, and private interest grasped by
hundreds of thousands of Americans transformed a country nearly overnight. Exciting,
compelling, and sure to provoke controversy, the book will be discussed for years to
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Option 9: Rising from the Plains by John McPhee

“Although it stands well on its own, this book can be viewed as a
continuation of McPhee's Basin and Range ( LJ 4/1/81) and In
Suspect Terrain ( LJ 4/1/83). As in those earlier works, the
central theme of this book is the geology of an area near
Interstate 80, this time the Rocky Mountains and adjacent terrain
in Wyoming. McPhee skillfully weaves together the personal
history of Rocky Mountain geologist David Love and his family
with the geological history of the region, chronicling both the
story of pioneering homesteaders and that of ancient seas,
volcanoes, and episodes of mountain building. He also details the
search for resources and the environmental effect of their
discovery, as well as the inner workings of geology.
Recommended, especially for public libraries.”




